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Government, Business

Impact Fees Increase For Commercial and Industrial
Developers

A new fire fee was added to the fee structure to fund a new fire station in the southwest corner of
the village and renovations of existing stations.
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Fees for new industrial and commercial developers are set to rise in Menomonee Falls, which already has

The Village Board approved a resolution to add an additional impact fee to fund construction of a new fire <
and renovate and expand existing fire stations.

Industrial developers will pay a fire fee of 37 cents per square foot, and commercial developers will pay 53
projects. Combined sewer and water rates also increased from $4,421 per rec to $4,775 per rec. A "rec" is

The news is better for developers of new single-family residential construction. Impact fees will actually dec
the new $1,596 fire fee. Parks, water and sewer fees were all reduced.
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Impact fees are charged to new development to recover a proportionate share of the public costs associate
building. The fees cover only brick and mortar construction, and cannot be used for municipal vehicles or s

The new fire fee is designed to recover about 42 percent of the costs associated with all the fire station pro
of $6.5 million in total costs.

However, the new increased fee structure had some worried that Menomonee Falls is too costly to develog
impact fees are second only to the Town of Bristol on a list of 14 surrounding communities.

Village Manager Mark Fitzgerald added that direct comparison of impact fees with other communities is oft
Germantown doesn’t assess a sewer and water impact fee; however, it does charge a connection fee. In tr
charged in Menomonee Falls, he said.

“So all of this data is subject to variations depending upon what each community does, what their ordinanc
to statutes,” Fitzgerald said. “Frankly, there is quite a bit of misinformation in this data.”

Despite the irregularities in the data, no one wants to see the community on the top of a high cost list. And
“l don't want to get to the point where we tax ourselves out of business,” said Trustee Dennis Farrell.

Jacque Sommers, a Falls resident and landowner, said the village has already priced itself out of business.
have deterred businesses from coming to the village.

“There’s trouble on the south end of our village,” Sommers said. “Two developers flat out told me they refu:
high impact fees. | don’t know what's going to get things going, but the more you add on to these impact fe

Sommers proposed a moratorium on impact fees, but that would mean the cost of providing the infrastructt
somewhere. Village President Randy Neuman said that burden will fall on the backs of current residents.

“That just shifts the burden to the general fund for the rest of the taxpayers in town,” Newman said. “So we
living here for people that are moving into the village? You have to balance the whole village, not just peop

The difficulty for village leaders is to encourage development, but balance the cost of the new infrastructure
municipal tax freezes.

“Growth has impacts, and in our world of levy freezes it just gets more difficult. The true impact of growth is
Village Manager Mark Fitzgerald. “Otherwise it's a very disproportionate burden on the existing tax base, w
their share for new growth.”

Community Comparison of Total Residential Fees as of 2008
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Cedarburg
Franklin
Mukwonago
New Berlin
Hartland
Slinger

Germantown

Interested in a follow-up to this article?
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Nate
5:02pm on Wednesday, September 7, 2011
No wonder we can't get new development. Tax them away village board! Like we need another f
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Advertise Volunteer

Advertise on Patch and reach potential If you want to help local causes, or your cause
customers in your backyard and beyond. Click needs local help, your next click should be right
here for more information. here.

Learn more » Learn more »

Patch Info Get in Touch Patch Initiatives Goodies

About Us Help PatchU Newsletters

Jobs Contact Us Patch.org Widgets

Advertise Patch Blog

http://menomoneefalls.patch.com/articles/impact-fees-increase-for-commercial-and-industri... 9/8/2011



Page 5 of 6

Terms of Use
Privacy Policy

Copyright © 2011 Patch. All Rights Reserved.

http://menomoneefalls.patch.com/articles/impact-fees-increase-for-commercial-and-industri... 9/8/2011



Page 6 of 6

http://menomoneefalls.patch.com/articles/impact-fees-increase-for-commercial-and-industri... 9/8/2011



