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Restaurant loses appeal of traffic impact fee

An East Cocalico Township restaurant has unsuccessfully appealed More

a township traffic impact fee that officials say should generate $6 I

million in revenues from developers over the next 20 years to fund

major road projects.

The traffic impact fee, based on the amount of traffic a project

creates, is assessed on commercial and residential development.
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In the case of Kyma Seafood Grill, 1640 N. Reading Ave., the_fee that O Reading Eagle Company Direct Marketing/Mail

owners Nick and George Barakos appealed was $28,633, which was O Reading Eagle P

for an improvement that was deemed an expansion. L4 Reading Eagle Fress

The supervisors' vote was 2-1. Alan Fry voted for the appellants,

saying he felt the fee wrongly infringed on business owners. A, qatuhl - Dy hudvhH b

Kyma's fee was triggered when the owners installed a covering over
a deck built in 2011 that provides seating for 74 diners. The
township reasoned the deck would mean additional customers and

more traffic on township roads.
The township implemented the traffic impact fee in 2009. Because EAST COCALICO

of the recession and a delay in increasing the township's public

water supply, there has been relatively little development since. T O W N S H I P

However, the township projects that its population will grow by
nearly 50 percent in the next two decades and says it needs to
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Instead of charging taxpayers, the township enacted the impact fee ANNOUNCING DeryhIiDaiithdwp hqwlfrp 2Guxj
to pass the cost along to developers, Township Manager Mark
Hiester said. The fee works out to about $1,500 per night peak-hour 6 VIKING
trip attributable to a development. LONGSHIPS Medical Detox
In Kyma's case, the township calculated that the additional seating on the deck would add 19 evening peak-hour trips. FOR 20 1 3 I Trj;tment "

! Gri\rx#r WV rp hrgh#\ rx#
While the fee was triggered in September when the owners got permits to cover the deck and install heaters, the supervisors Oryh#K dyh#d#3 uxj #

ultimately decided that the basis for the fee was the deck, covered or not. Suredip B#Z h#Fdg#hs$
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According to the written decision, the township has the right to assess the fee more than a year after the deck was built because the N e {101 26 e Wedp ha

fee is basically a tax and the township has up to 10 years to collect back taxes.

Kyma co-owner George Barakos objected to the decision. He said that if the township was charging him a fee based on the deck

ic?
alone, it should have done so in 2011, when he filed plans to build it, not after he tried to add a covering. Wwant Traffic?

6 #7h EuhwHar H7 hwdg § #
Wudiilf e # rxutiz hevinh#
IDVWS

kws =22z z z k1 kwd HIfuinhwifrp

- By Chris Reber

E |#srvulg] ##frp p hqwi| rx#duh#djuhhly] #e#Uhdg i #Hdj d#F rp sdq | *#hup vidag#frqglirqvi#Dg | #rp p hqwighhp hg#
rithgviyh#e | #kh#p rghudwuviz kéeh#thp ryhg#Dq | #rp p hqwighhp hg#kuhdwglyj #ruthgfrxudj Igj #rggx fwkk dwiz rxa#
frovubxvwhid#fulp gddir ithgvhiruly ralwhidq | #az # keeh#uhihwhg#e ik h#E hunviF rxqw| #g bwilfwidweugh | 1

Download PDF App 9.0
FREE

Ithh#SG I#Dss=R shq/#
Uhdg AF vhdvh AHg b rxul
SG I#IhvHR HIFAGN Ih
SGIOVxIhifrp 2Grz gardg0Iuhh0s

You might be interested in:

City police seize drugs, gun, arrest woman (Berks county news)
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Supervisor steps down, citing disagreements (Berks county news)
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$10 for $20 worth of food at
Wyomissing Family Restaurant
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