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It Ain't Exactly Martin Luther ...
... nailing his list of grievances to the cathedral door, but Gov. Tom Corbett put some daylight

between himself and GOP tax enforcer

Grover Norquist this afternoon, telling a

packed house at the Pennsylvania Press BRI

Club that an impact fee bill now before

the state Senate doesn't break the no-tax

pledge he signed last year.

Norquist, the founder of the conservative

pressure group Americans for Tax

Reform, doesn't see it that way.

On Nov. 17, the specialty news shale

news site State Impact Pennsylvania

posted an open letter from Norquist to

lawmakers in which he said the House's

version of the fee (which is now before
the Senate) "didn't pass the laugh test" on whether it was a tax.
But, then again, neither does Corbett's claim this afternoon that he's supported a fee "from .
Day One when | was campaigning." SE/
"Go back and read what you have written," Corbett challenged the scribes in the room,
arguing that he's always believed that "there are impacts to the counties," from shale
exploration. ST/

http://blogs.mcall.com/capitol ideas/2011/11/corbett-norquist-and-i-have-a-difference-of-opinion-over-impact... 11/21/2011



Since we can never resist a dare ...

Using the Googles, we quickly found a March 2010 interview with KDKA-TV in Pittsburgh, in
which then-candidate Corbett said Norquist's no-tax pledge also barred fee increases. But by

July of 2010, Corbett said the pledge didn't include fees.

Political junkies may recall that the apparent change of heart created a minor kerfuffle on the
campaign trail, with Corbett's Democratic rival Dan Onorato charging that the then-Attorney

General had flip-flopped on the fee question.

"He's been all over the state talking about this no-tax pledge," Onorato argued during a
conference call last year, where he called the the conflicting statements "just the latest

example of Tom flip-flopping every time the pressure builds."

Corbett's spokesman (then as now) Kevin Harley refuted Onorato's charges, arguing that
the pledge did not mention fees, only taxes. At the time, Harley said he couldn't explain why

Corbett had answered the way he had during that March 2010 interview.

But anyway ... more on today's dust-up between Corbett and Norquist after the jump.

In his open letter to legislators, Norquist urged lawmakers to "just look at where the money
[from an impact fee] goes and it is easy to see that it
does not pass the laugh test when it comes to trying

to claim this as a fee,"

Last week, the House signed off on an administration-

backed bill that imposes a fee of $40,000 per-well and

splits revenue 75-25 percent between local

governments and the state. The Senate also passed its own version of a fee last week.

"Regarding the revenue [the House bill] would direct to the Commonwealth, it goes to increas-
ing revenue for first responder training, transportation infrastructure, health care provider train-

ing, and “citizen outreach and education,” Norquist wrote.

Asked about this afternoon about his apparent violation of the one, true faith, Corbett sniffed,

"l disagree with his opinion on that."

Norquist has also "said that the fee we introduced [which gives counties the option to impose
a fee or not] was not a tax," Corbett said. "l have indicated that | believed there are impacts

[from drilling], | have said this from Day One when | was campaigning.”
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And that's why the impact-fee bill approved by the House leaves it up the counties to impose a

fee -- or not. The Senate-passed bill imposes the fee at the state level.

But the administration believes the locals are "best suited to determine what all the impacts
are out there. We reserve a portion to the state to deal with the state impacts in those
communities," Corbett said. "But they are impacts. But | don't believe they are taxes. So |

guess we have a difference of opinion."

Corbett also told the crowd he believes the Legislature will advance a shale fee bill that is "is

accepptable to all parties," but may not contain provisions that "everyone likes."

Corbett said he'd prefer to see a shale bill -- along with school reform -- done before the

Christmas holidays. But, if not, there's always next year.
"l will continue to work with them to get it done," he said.
Legislative and administration negotiators may need the time.

Drew Crompton, the chief of staff for Senate President Joe Scarnati, R-Jefferson (who
penned the Senate bill) said it's going to take plenty of work to reconcile the 150-page impact

fee bills the two chambers batted back and forth to each other last week.

"In the Senate bill, every word matters," he said. "We took two years to develop this. It's not

something you can push out in three weeks." Still, he noted, "We want to get this done."
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