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The issue is of special concern

now because of supplier - oo
businesses' desire to locate iﬂﬁg}:m F -
within 160 miles of the new ~ \ I‘
fueling tanker project in .
- - Mobile, Ala. Dear Customer,
City of Gulf
Breeze Fornineteen years | have

A massive new steel mill also

Splash . X . been landscaping homes
MaZazine is coming to the Mobile area. along the Gulfﬂgast, giv-
Copyright © 2005- o _ - ing curb appeal to the front
The GufBreeze 1 NIS IS @ ONCe in a lifetime yard and livability to the
All Rights Reserved opportunity,” (_Jomr_n|s§|oner back., Call me and | will
Gordon Goodin said. "We meet with you to design

need to be competitive to draw bed lines, place trees and

those supplier and support palms, choose shrubs and

industries here. And since we color, and discuss selec-

are the governmental agency tion of mulches and edges.

Newspaperweb | that can redraw zoning lines, That day I will call you back
manasement | we might have to redraw some with a price. you can then
software and lines. come to the nursery and
services approve of the selection.

Usually within a week we

maca ol "If we have a utility like Milton can install your new land-
Water that is willing to work scape, giving you at least
with us, and have some others $3.00 to $500 in resale
that are not, we might need to value for every dollar you
redraw some lines to make spend. Give me a call.
available incentives in areas Thanks
around Interstate 10. We need Mike
an exchange or two off I- 10 F“"h
for easy access for industries mg &
wanting to come here and be a C ARDI:N
supplier for a Mobile industry. -
"And since Milton has already 3?3?33 ugg::e;. Eigw

made it known they are willing
to partner with us to draw new
industry here, | say let's

partner." @ GW%P%%?
i i i III'(I

Jim Young of Milton said he

has already been contacted by Property” 7 umme
more than one Fortune 500 T T
company that is looking at
Santa Rosa County to locate,
but each asked the same
guestion: Is there easy access
to I1-10?

"The 1-10 corridor is where
businesses that support the
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tanker project want to locate," Young said. TGN D ¥
"These are light industry manufacturing
businesses, the kind of industry we need in this Neal Boort

county. We need to find a way to bring them R

here."

Commissioners discussed the issue of I-10
access and utility fees during the impact-fee
workshop. There is concern on how impact fees

affect the economy in all parts of the county, JO’"M Cﬂn

including the South End. S ERn,
Goodir_l is_ also concerr_meql about incentives to System and Method for Display
use existing vacant buildings, and the county Ads have a Patent Pending.
being able to offer low-interest loans to Click Here for More Information

businesses locating here.

"We are competing with Alabama in drawing
these new industries and suppliers here, and we
better act like we are in competition. Alabama
has come up with a low-interest loan package of
2.9 percent interest. If a business asks what
incentives we have, and if they can get a low-
interest loan like that and we don't have it to
offer, they are going north of Mobile - or even
west.

"It is my understanding that Louisiana has now
also come up with a similar loan package."

Goodin asked that the administrative staff
contact Louisiana and Alabama Economic
Development organizations to "decide if we can
come up with something that can compete with
those packages."

Goodin said the vacant existing buildings could
be used by some businesses moving here, if
impact fees on those businesses and buildings
were lessened.

Commissioner Bob Cole said he would also like
to review Community Redevelopment Areas
around the county.

"I wonder if we should look into these and

review them to see if there is still a need for a
CRA in these locations."
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Commission Chairman John Broxson of Gulf
Breeze told commissioners that impact-fee
revenue is going down in the county since
inspections for new building have drastically
decreased over the past year.

"In April of 2007, there were 4,339 inspections
requested for new construction,” Broxson said.
"In April of this year, there were only 2,410
inspections requested. We need to find some
incentives for new business to locate here, for
sure.”
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