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Developers looking to build in San Carlos will have to pay higher fees to fund 
several major traffic improvement projects under a fee hike approved Monday by 
the city council. 

Council members voted 4-0 to increase the city's traffic impact fees by 9 percent 
in an effort to keep up with the rising cost of three congestion-relief projects, 
which are now expected to cost a combined $5.2 million.

The city established the traffic fees last fall to ensure developers were helping to 
offset the traffic impacts of their projects by paying for upgrades to the city's 
busiest intersections. 

The largest of the trio of projects slated to be funded by fee money is a set of 
improvements to Holly Street and Highway 101, a plan currently projected to 
cost $3.9 million. Those changes include reconfiguring off-ramps and installing 
new traffic signals. The city also plans to widen Holly Street at Industrial Road at 
a cost of $600,000 and add a dedicated left turn lane to Brittan Avenue at 
Industrial at a cost of $678,000. 

While the Brittan improvements are in the design phase, the city is still studying 
whether its current plans are the best way to improve Holly Street. Officials 
recently held a meeting to ask residents for other ideas to reduce gridlock on the 
busy road. 

 

  

  

Copyright © 
2009 - San Jose 

Mercury News

Help/Contact | 
Site Map | 

Advertise | Home 
Delivery | 

Copyright | 
Privacy Policy 

and Terms of Use 
| About 

MediaNews Group 
| RSS | Ethics 

Policy | About Bay 
Area News Group 

|  
 

http://www.mercurynews.com/breakingnews/ci_12935157 (2 of 4)7/29/2009 10:30:10 AM

CLASSIFIED

REAL ESTATE

CARS

JOBS

Site Web Search by YAHOO!

●     Most Viewed

●     Most E-Mailed

(From the last 12 hours)

1.  Pregnant Massachusetts woman killed, fetus removed from womb 
2.  Driver in Sunnyvale 'car surfing' death pleads no contest, will... 
3.  'Cash for Clunkers' Database: See if your car qualifies for new... 
4.  Cops looking for skinny-dipping girls who pushed guard who couldn't... 
5.  Cops arrest 3 men in sexual assault of girl, 14, at San Jose party 
6.  Mass. police: Pregnant woman killed, fetus removed from womb

Top Classifieds

 Rentals  Jobs 
 Real 
Estate 

 Autos 

 
MERCURY 2001 
Sa... (Autos) 
Click for Details

WET & DRY B... (Autos) 
Click for Details

OLDSMOBILE 
1998... (Autos) 
Click for Details

IMPORTANT 
NOTIC... (Autos) 

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://extras.mnginteractive.com/live/xsl/memv/xml/568_most_viewed_rss.xml
http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_12937120?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_12923728?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_12600344?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_12937093?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_12931369?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_12936568?source=most_viewed
javascript: popup("RePrint","http://www.reprintbuyer.com/mags/knightridder/reprints.html",600,400);
javascript: popup("RePrint","http://www.reprintbuyer.com/mags/knightridder/reprints.html",600,400);
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=12935157&hostName=www.mercurynews.com&section=/breakingnews&siteId=568&siteName=San Jose Mercury News",600,400);
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=12935157&hostName=www.mercurynews.com&section=/breakingnews&siteId=568&siteName=San Jose Mercury News",600,400);
http://www.mercurynews.com/help
http://www.mercurynews.com/sitemap
http://www.mercurynews.com/advertise
http://www.mercurynews2.com/services
http://www.mercurynews2.com/services
http://www.mercurynews.com/copyright
http://www.mercurynews.com/portlet/layout/html/privacypolicy/privacypolicy.jsp?siteId=568
http://www.mercurynews.com/portlet/layout/html/privacypolicy/privacypolicy.jsp?siteId=568
http://www.mercurynews.com/portlet/layout/html/sitemap/mng_sitemap.jsp
http://www.mercurynews.com/portlet/layout/html/sitemap/mng_sitemap.jsp
http://www.mercurynews.com/rss
http://www.mercurynews.com/ethicspolicy
http://www.mercurynews.com/ethicspolicy
http://www.bayareanewsgroup.com/
http://www.bayareanewsgroup.com/
http://www.mercurynews.com/realestate
http://www.mercurynews.com/cars
http://www.mercurynews.com/hotjobs
http://www.mercurynews.com/scoreboard
http://www.mercurynews.com/centralcoast
http://www.mercurynews.com/pacifica
http://www.mercurynews.com/alamedacounty
http://pictopia.com/perl/gal?provider_id=98
http://www.mercurynews.com/ethicspolicy
http://www.mercurynews.com/archivesearch
http://newspaperads.mercurynews.com/SS/Tiles.aspx
http://www.mercurynews.com/apartments
http://www.cityfeet.com/sanjosecommercialrealestate/
http://mercurynews.infotrak.com/
http://mercurynews.2.homescape.com/SCS/search_api.jsp?geo_area_text_lookup_id=47538&filter_open_house=true
http://www.mercurynews.com/listahome
http://www.cars.com/go/search/advanced_search.jsp?tracktype=usedcc&aff=sjm
http://www.cars.com/go/dealersearch/index.jsp?aff=sjm
http://www.bayareanewsgroup.com/kaango/m_feChoosePostAd_Job.html
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/resume;_ylc=X3oDMTFjbjV1NTY4BF9TAzM5NjUxMTI1MQRwYXJ0bmVyA21lcmN1cnluZXdzBHNyYwNjb25zb2xl?partner=mercurynews


Developer fees go up in San Carlos - San Jose Mercury News

Click for Details

CHRYSLER '9... (Autos) 
Click for Details

FORD '97 Ex... (Autos) 
Click for Details

VOLVO 2006 
S60&... (Autos) 
Click for Details

SEADOO Wake 
Edi... (Autos) 
Click for Details

All Listings

The combined cost of the three projects has increased from an estimate of $4.4 
million last August to $5.2 million this month, mostly because updated designs 
include new 

Advertisement

project costs, Public Works Director Robert Weil said. 

Those projects are supposed to be entirely funded by the traffic fees charged to 
developers, so the city has to make sure to adjust the fees if costs change, Weil 
said. The city plans to use redevelopment funds to get the projects going, then 
repay those funds when development fees are collected. 

"If you don't keep on top of the cost, then the city ends up having to subsidize 
the projects," Weil said. 

The fee amounts vary according to the type of project. Under the fee hike, a 
retail project would be charged a traffic impact fee of $4,920 per 1,000 square 
feet, up from an earlier charge of $4,519. A new apartment complex would be hit 
with an $813 fee for each dwelling unit, an increase of $66 per unit.

The highest traffic fees are for restaurants, which will have to pay $14,327 per 
1,000 square feet, up from $13,159. 

So far, only one developer has had to pay the traffic fee — a developer who 
received approval to add a mezzanine space inside a building at 931 Terminal 
Way, Planning Manager Deborah Nelson said. 

Weil said the potential for extra fees to discourage development is "always a 
consideration" for the city, though he noted no one spoke against the 9 percent 
fee increase on Monday. 

E-mail Shaun Bishop at sbishop@dailynewsgroup.com. 
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