Our Say: Council closing in on crucial decision on impact fees - The Capital Online - prin... Page 1 of 3

THE CAPITAL = ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND = HOMETOWNANNAPOLIS.COM = CAPITALONLINE.COM

Finished printing? Close this window

Our Say: Council closing in on crucial decision on
Impact fees

Published September 04, 2008

The County Council deserves [Homes InAnna pnlis.com
| |

credit for the hard work it is

putting in on impact fees: an = | ; 4
important, complex and

contentious issue.
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But it could have spared itself
the flak it took Tuesday night
for even considering a cockamamie plan to apply impact fees, for the first time, not

just to new construction but to additions on existing homes.

The whole point of impact fees is to make new development cover the real costs it
imposes on a jurisdiction - the expenses for roads, schools and public safety facilities.

So what does this have to do with individual homeowners, say, turning a deck into a
sunroom? Were such improvements likely to send additional children to the local
school or put more cars on the roads?

And the proposed home-improvement fees depended not just on the size of the
addition, but on the size of the home. In some cases, the cost of a 500-square-foot
addition would have been 10 times higher for a smaller home. Homeowners would
have paid $1,400 for adding a 600-square-foot addition to a home that was less than
1,000 square feet - but nothing for doubling the size of a 6,000-square-foot house.

Huh? Whose idea of fairness was this?
To be fair to the council, on Tuesday it dumped this proposal, 6-1, after more than 200

people - a lot of them livid - showed up at its hearing. But we don't understand what
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this idea was doing on the agenda in the first place. The council has enough hard
decisions before it without making more trouble for itself.

This county has among the lowest impact fees in the state. An advisory committee
estimates that it recaptures no more than 22 percent of the actual cost of growth.
Some of those costs were piled onto county taxpayers in general, while the county built
up a $1.5 billion backlog of school construction projects, and another imposing
backlog of road projects.

But while higher fees are obviously needed, the economy is slow and this is hardly an
ideal time for abruptly piling more expenses onto commercial and residential
development. So on Tuesday the council passed amendments to grandfather projects
already under way, and to phase in the proposed higher fees - designed to cover 80
percent of the actual cost of development - more slowly.

Any schedule of fees the council adopts will be simultaneously attacked as too high
and too low, and a lot of people will invariably declare that it's unfair. If the council
wanted to avoid effort and reduce political fallout, it could have simply gotten behind
the impact fee bill the county executive put on its desk earlier this year. Instead it had
its own study done and is working out its own plan.

Now that the home-addition folly is behind it, we're hoping the council can work out
the rest of that plan soon. Its next hearing is scheduled for Sept. 15.

Close this window

Criswell Audi. Maryland The 2008 BMW M6

2008 Audi Q7 SUV upto $10,000 off. More bells and whistles - See What's Inside -
Excellent Selection, Best Pricing! Official BMW Site.

vV Ads by Google

Contact Us | Register | Feedback |} Take Our Site Survey
Capital Gazette Newspapers ; 2000 Capital Dr. } Annapolis, MD 21401 } 410-268-5000
HometownAnnapolis.com } HometownGlenBurnie.com | BowieBlade.com

Subscribe | Buy a Newspaper | Advertise | Classifieds | Jobs } Restaurants } Local Web Directory

Archives | Calendars | Cars & Boats | Hotels & Lodging ; 2008 Readers Choice Awards
i Multimedia } Photo Store | Site Map } Tour Annapolis | Traffic Cams | USNA | Weather

Copyright © 2008 Capital Gazette Communications, Inc. , Annapolis, Md. |} Privacy Policy & Terms of

http://www.hometownannapolis.com/cgi - bin/read/2008/09 _04-43/PRI 9/7/2008



Our Say: Council closing in on crucial decision on impact fees - The Capital Online - prin... Page 3 of 3

Service

http://www.hometownannapolis.com/cgi - bin/read/2008/09 _04-43/PRI 9/7/2008



